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A meeting was held in Rome in the first week of September 1951 between 
Iuiet Gedda, Vice-President of Catholic dctioa, who promoted the meeting, 
and one reprosentative of each of the Youth Groups of the following polt- 
tical partiags: 


& Movimeito Sociale Italians (MSI; Italian Sdctal Movement’) s 

be Partito Monarchico Italiano (PMG: Staldan Monarchs s¢ Partyds 

¢, Unione Monarchica Italiana (UMI: Ttaldan Monarchist Union): and 
a. Partito Liberale Italiano (PLL; Italdan Liberal Party). 


The purpose: of this meeting were: 


a. To seek *% Common political basis on which common action by the Youth 
Groupe represented could be founded, with particular regard to the 
following issues: 


(1) The formation of a united enti-Commmnist front: 

(2) Foreign policy generally, and the Feace Treaty and 
Trieste problems specifically; 

(3) The “democratic organization of the italian State": and 
(4) The institutional questions 


bd. To discuss the meagure of political and, more particularily, financial 
, ala® which could be afforded to perticipants in such a pelitical union 
of youth by Catholic Action. 


A further meeting was arranged for the end of September 1981, 


The identities of the representatives who attended tha first machine conld 


not be ascertained, They wera not, presumably, the Secretaries of the respec~ 
tive, Yaith Groups, who are , ell well kcown and would probably have been men= 
tioned by name, At the second meeting, UNI will be represented by Savarese, 
the journalist, 


25X1Xi« a This meeting was organized and attended without any 
; olficlal reference whatsoever to the Parties to which the varlougs 


Youth. Groups belong, and the accent throughout was placed on the ferwm- 


lation of a "common policy for Italian Youth, " 
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2, [Ss i'n the course of discussion, Gedda stated thal, if an 
agreonent were reached, Catholic Action could place very large sums 

ati the Gispesal of its allies. 


25X1A 3. BE ©rovabty sino Savereso, she novelist, sasayist an’. 


aight Wing journalist, age 65, is int endad. 


25X1X [ERM wo interesting articleu have recentiy appeared in 
She press: one is by Gedda and can te readily iaterpretad as anti- 
Theintian Democratic ia tone, the other is an unsigned *elucidaticn”™ 
in the Osservatore Romano (the Vatican organ) which confirne the 
Votican's confidence in the Christian Democratic Party. it is not 
4iffieuls, by reading between the lines, to divine what Vatican policy 
towarda the Christian Democratic Party really ie. 


On the one hand, the Vasican is presccupied by the recent considerable 
increaga in strength of the right-wing parties, particulariy as regerde 
the youth of the country, although in southern Ibaly yoang and oid allie 
bevye tended strongly t6 be drawn in tha’ direction, The Christian 
Jemocratic Party's leas in popularity is espsclaily worrying, and it is 
feared that the Party ig likely to becoms increasingly unpopular in 
wiew of the continually worsening internal economic situation and Gt 

the Party's lack of succees in the international field with retard te 
the problems of Trieste and the Peace Treaty. What makes iiis gitvatios 
ail the more serious is that it baa developed in epite of the Vatican’ a 
antenltiing efforts ta exercise control over the country's youth and 
gaide it into the paths ef froth. 


Qn the other hand, the Vatican is faced with an uncomfortable diLeana. 
Glearly 1% cannot ga om counting entirely on the Christian Jemocratic 
Satty as hitherte, For one thins, the factora meationed abuve are 
adversely affecting the Party's prestige, and foxy another the moral ily 
and integrity of individual Christian Desocratic politicians in office 
Anvye been persistently and mest plausibly imouened. Equally clearly, 
howavec, the Vatican cannot at this stag: do a complets turnabout 

and support political groupa which ars notoriously “‘reactionary® for 
fear of provoking a minor landslide to the wanks of thea iefteWing 

part 1es ., 


Tha YWatiesn's best bet is obvieusly to ksep a foot in each camp. 24 
woulé. appear that it haa decided to use Vatholic Action in order te 
perform this exercise. Vittorio Verones?, President of Cathetic Actions, 
unequivocally supports the Christian Democratic Party. Geddz, on the 
other hand, ia now maneuvering in search af raporochemen? with the 
Sighs Ving. There is, of course, a notevicus ani well-published 
eolitical disputs between Veronese and Gedda. tus the case with whieh 
either could, if and when necessary, be thrown overboard by the Vatican, 
leads one to wonder whether thie differeace of opluion is as deep 
rooted az it seems. 
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